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WATERLOO, Ontario — (Photo right) This nation’s history of colonialism and
residential schools has created a special responsibility says St. Jerome’s president
and vice-chancellor Peter Meehan. Story page 3. (St. Jerome University photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets
a child during his general audience in
St. Peter's Square at the Vatican October
12, 2022. Complaints without any desire
to do anything about the situation are
poison, Pope Francis said, during his
weekly general audience. Story page
9. (CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane,
Reuters)

PORTUGAL COVE-ST. PHILIPS, Newfoundland — Holy Rosary Church in Portugal
Cove-St. Philips, Nfld. Parishioners thought they had saved the church only to
have it pulled out from under them. (Photo from Facebook)
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New FreemanThe
Irish unity: will dream come true?
By PETER STOCKLAND
and SUSAN KORAH
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — The historic emergence of
a Catholic majority in Northern Ireland will
be a significant, though not the decisive, fac-
tor in achieving a reunited country, says a
Belfast MP visiting Canada.

“Taken in isolation, perhaps not because no-
body should attach voting preference (to) re-
ligion. But taken in the context of multiple in-
dications of change that are all around us in
Ireland, it’s another signpost that we are liv-
ing in changed — and changing — times,”
Belfast North MP John Finucane told The
Catholic Register. “The demographic shift in

Ireland, especially in the North, is incredibly
significant.”

Mr. Finucane was in Toronto and Ottawa
in mid-October on a visit sponsored by Cana-
da’s Friends of Sinn Féin to brief various
groups on the political shifts occurring across
Northern Ireland. On Tuesday, he met with a
group of MPs on Parliament Hill.

At a press conference in Ottawa, Mr.
Finucane elaborated further on the demo-
graphic and other changes and how that might
affect the debate over unifying Ireland.

Acknowledging that many in Ireland are no
longer practising Catholics, he said people now
are more aware of their European rather than
religious identity, and more concerned about
the practical impact of leaving the European
Union on their daily lives.

Asked if there was a fear among Protes-
tants that a unified Ireland would place them
under Catholic domination, Mr. Finucane said:

“I won’t say nobody has that fear, but the
Good Friday Agreement (GFA) is all about
human rights and being treated as equal citi-
zens in a free, democratic country.”

“I am here to ask Canadians for your sup-
port and for the support of your elected rep-
resentatives for a united Ireland,” he said.
“Canada is a country that has invested so
much in Ireland in terms of bringing justice
to the Irish people.”

Mr. Finucane challenged the UK govern-
ment to abide by the terms of the 1998 GFA
that brought an end to almost 30 years of the
violence known as The Troubles. He pleaded
with the Canadian government to support his
position.

“The UK government considers the Good
Friday Agreement an inconvenient truth, but
we need to respect, cherish and celebrate (it
as) a peaceful path to constitutional amend-
ment in Ireland,” he said.

His visit comes in the wake of 2021 cen-
sus data released last month showing that 45.7
per cent of Northern Ireland’s population is
Catholic or from a Catholic background while
43.8 per cent are from Protestant or other
Christian backgrounds. It’s the first time since
the partition of Ireland a century ago that
Catholics have constituted a majority. Only a
decade ago, Northern Ireland was still 48-
per-cent Protestant.

Mr. Finucane, whose father was a Falls
Road working class Catholic civil rights cam-
paigner assassinated by unionist killers and
whose mother was a Protestant from “the
leafy suburbs” of East Belfast, said the rise of
the Catholic population is particularly mean-
ingful because Northern Ireland was formed
from six counties of Ulster in 1920-21 to ex-
clude Catholics from majority status and politi-
cal power. James Craig, Northern Ireland’s first
prime minister, declared its government a “Prot-
estant Parliament for a Protestant people.”

The 42-year-old former Lord Mayor of Bel-
fast pointed out such Protestant political domi-
nance ended forever last May. Sinn Féin won
the largest number of seats in elections for
the Stormont Assembly for the first time ever,
and the nationalist party’s deputy leader
Michelle O’Neill was nominated as First Min-
ister. His own election to the British parlia-
ment in Westminster was also the first time a
Republican had won the seat in North Bel-
fast, he said.

“It’s the first time a non-Unionist has held
(the seat), let alone a Republican,” he said.
“It’s the first time Unionism has been returned

(continued on page 3)

John Finucane
(Wikipedia image)
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(continued from page 2)
to Westminster in a minority (from the) North.
I say that with no sense of triumphalism. I
just present it as a fact. And the fact is there
are those (in Northern Ireland) who are look-
ing around and see no connection to a West-
minster government tearing itself to pieces,
that is chaotic on the domestic and interna-
tional stages, and realize they have the option
for something better.”

But Mr. Finucane stressed Unionist-Prot-
estant political demise and Catholic-national-
ist demographic rise must be placed in the
“broader context” of a Northern Ireland that
is already benefitting from the post-Brexit
Protocol that allows it to remain in both the
European Union and economically linked to
Great Britain.

“We are the envy of so many other places
because we have access to the UK internal
market and also access to the European mar-
ket of over 500 million people. It has already
shown itself to be incredibly successful for
businesses that have capitalized on that (ac-
cess).”

Mr. Finucane is cautious about any quick
holding of a so-called border poll to test the
desire of citizens in both North and South to
reunite the island into a single country. Time
must be taken, he says, to engage the debate
and let people make up their minds about the
benefits and challenges.

But he gives short shrift to the claim the

Republic of Ireland sees itself as the net loser
in re-unification.

“There is a body of evidence from econo-
mists that says the country is much better
off economically in the event of unity rather
than being a small island on the world scale,
with the duplication of so many different serv-
ices. Why would you have two health serv-
ices on an island the size of ours? Why would
you have two economic bodies in competi-
tion for investment? Why would you not have
one joined up tourist strategy?”

Such questions now occupy the centre of
conversation and debate in both North and
South, superseding the old religious and na-
tional antagonisms that split Northern Ireland
for a century and fed the bloody violence of
The Troubles, he says. Mr. Finucane points
to the fact of his own riding of North Belfast
having representatives from eight different
political parties at city council as evidence of
the passing of sectarian animus coloured ex-
clusively in Catholic-nationalist green and Prot-
estant-unionist orange.

“The Belfast I grew up in, and the Belfast
that my children are now growing up in, is a
very different city, and for all of the right rea-
sons. It can be easy to paint the North and
Belfast in green and orange fashion, and we
do have to respect the fact there are still very
strong green and orange traditions. But it is a
hell of a lot more subtle, diverse and nuanced
than green and orange,” Mr. Finucane said.§

Irish unity: will dream come true?

Encounter, heal and purify: one university’s plan for reconciliation
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

WATERLOO, Ontario — All histories are
contested. If they weren’t, there would be
no reason to study history. For an historian
running a Catholic university in Canada right
now, this nation’s history of colonialism and
residential schools has created a special re-
sponsibility — not to the past but to the fu-
ture understanding of ourselves.

In a sense, every student at St. Jerome’s
University at the University of Waterloo is now
a history student, coming to terms with what
residential schools mean to them as Canadi-
ans and as Catholics, St. Jerome’s president
and vice-chancellor Peter Meehan told The
Catholic Register.

“Speaking as an historian, I would tell you
there’s just a growing body of literature and
historical study on residential schools and the
involvement of different Catholic orders in
that history,” Mr. Meehan said. “We’re in-

volved in that. We’re helping to relay those
narratives, as unvarnished as they may be. I
think this is really important.”

For both faculty and students at St.
Jerome’s, a better understanding of Canada’s
history is critical to any self-understanding,
including a sense of who and what St.
Jerome’s is as a Catholic institution.

“Certainly, among our faculty and students,
there’s a great interest in Indigenous people,”
Mr. Meehan said. “Young people are passionate.
Their sensibilities are awakened to injustice.”

When Pope Francis issued his apology in
Maskwacis, Alberta, in July faculty and stu-
dents gathered on campus, met with an In-
digenous elder who led the group in a sharing
circle and then lit a ceremonial fire before
watching the apology on screen in the uni-
versity’s atrium.

A plan for how St. Jerome’s will encoun-
ter, heal and purify the Catholic memory of
more than a century of Catholic-run residen-
tial schools, which separated thousands of

children from their families, communities, lan-
guage and culture, is built into the new St.
Jerome’s strategic plan.

“Sometimes these things become like bind-
ers on shelves. They’ve got 50 points, they’re
super-ambitious and none of it gets done,”
Mr. Meehan said. “We focused on a very
straightforward plan where our priorities are
logical — our academic mission, our faith
mission.”

None of that is possible without an aca-
demic, institutional and cultural accounting for
Canada’s history.

“It’s important that we do particular things,
use our Catholic voice to show support for
reconciliation, and to participate in it,” said
Mr. Meehan.

Mr. Meehan’s approach at St. Jerome’s gets
the full support of another historian heading
up another Canadian Catholic university. Uni-
versity of St. Michael’s College president and
vice-chancellor David Sylvester wants every
student to wrestle with the demons of Cana-
dian history.

“To my mind, reconciliation (historical and
otherwise) is about right-relationship and ac-
companiment,” Mr. Sylvester wrote in an
email. “So the path forward is about encoun-
tering the other in this conversation.”

Which leads Mr. Sylvester to conclude that
the Catholic higher education experience has
to go beyond just the books. Catholic univer-
sity students need to learn from Indigenous
people themselves, who can relay their his-
tory in a way whole libraries never will.

“This is not difficult, as I doubt there is an
Indigenous person alive who hasn’t been per-
sonally affected by this history of colonial-
ism and the reality of residential schools,” Mr.
Sylvester said. “So, course and program de-
velopment seeking the truth should not only
include sources from Indigenous writers and
historians, but actual personal encounters and
relationship building. The process of devel-
oping knowledge and new understandings
about truth and reconciliation demand this
type of encounter.”

The goal of this kind of education goes be-
yond just a competent and complete picture
of Canada’s past, said Mr. Meehan. Knowing
our history has to lead us to act.

“An educated person thinks critically, gets
involved, develops a social conscience, ap-
plies things they’ve learned to the situations
they face,” he said.

That’s where the future comes in.
“It’s not about guilt,” Mr. Meehan said.

(continued on page 7)
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Who am I, really?
A while ago, I watched a high school soccer game. It was a single

elimination game in the playoffs and so the winner moved on to the
next round while the loser was eliminated. Such a crucial game is
hotly contested. Despite the competition, when the game ended los-
ers and winners lined up to shake hands. It is a scene repeated over
and over in many sports. Despite the competitive spirit throughout
the game, when it is over, the contesting sides realize they have a
common love of the sport and the game, and that this is a shared
experience.

All of us, in our humanity share many things in common. We might
have differences in views, diversity in tastes and be marked by a
variety of faiths, cultures and languages. But fundamentally we all
share a common humanity, no matter our race, colour or creed. Per-
haps too often we forget or disregard that commonality and we focus
on our differences as a way to express who we are.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus presents us with a parable (Luke 18:9-14).
It tells the tale of two persons going up to the temple to pray. One is
a pharisee, the other, a tax collector. The pharisee rhymed off all that
he did to keep the law, including fasting and donating. He pointed out
that he was different from others including the tax collector. The tax
collector stood far away and simply said he was a sinner.

Each of the two began their prayer by identifying something of
themselves. Whether they focused on their gifts as the pharisee did or
their flaws as the tax collector did, they noted their differences. That
was what stood out for them and expressed who they were.

There is a uniqueness to us all. We are marked by our own special
gifts and it is important for us to recognize, value and express them.
We also have our own flaws, failures and sins. We need to acknowl-
edge these as well. Perhaps most important of all, however, we have
to recognize that there is more than gifts and flaws that define us. The
two persons in Jesus’s parable both came to the temple to pray. They
shared a common faith and had a need to express it in prayer. More
than that, they shared a common humanity.

For all our uniqueness we are part of God’s life-giving gift of crea-
tion. As well, we are the focus of God’s eternal love. Our faith in the

Incarnation, the way God has chosen
to be among and share our humanity
in Jesus expresses this oneness. This
unity seems to come to the forefront
when we face challenges, floods, fires
and other disasters. It is then that we notice we come together as
communities, sharing gifts and resources. Then we recognize our
common humanity.

Pope Francis emphasizes this in his encyclical letter Laudato Si’
where he called on all Catholics, all Christians, all faiths, indeed all of
the human family to recognize our responsibility for the creation we
share. Our impact on climate and our environment pose a concern
for the whole human family. As Francis expresses it — the earth is
our “common home”. It is given over to all of us for our shared well-
being. And, it is our responsibility to care for it, all of it, all of creation.

As Catholic Christians at Eucharist, we express an awareness of
being one with all. This sacrament, gathering us around the table to
express our shared gratitude to God and acknowledging our oneness
in faith draws us together as one people. It also feeds us to reach out
in care and compassion for our common home and our common
family of humanity.

Who are we, really? We are members of one human family and
Christians who come together to celebrate our shared faith in a God
who loves all of our human family without reservation, no matter
what.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Pope: Church's concern for the family goes beyond focus on couples
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The importance of the family for the Catholic
Church and for society means that theological reflection on family life
and pastoral responses to the joys and problems of families must
focus on more than the relationship between a husband and wife,
Pope Francis said.

"Theology itself is called to elaborate a Christian vision of parent-
hood, filiality, fraternity — therefore, not only of the conjugal bond
— that corresponds to the family experience within the horizon of the
entire human community," the pope told staff and students of the
Pontifical John Paul II Theological Institute for the Sciences of Mar-
riage and Family.

The audience October 24 marked the fifth anniversary of Pope
Francis' refoundation of the institute established by St. John Paul II in
1982 after the 1980 Synod of Bishops on the family called for the
creation of centres devoted to the study of the church's teaching on
marriage and family life.

The expansion of the institute's focus was criticized by some groups
as lessening a focus on traditional Catholic teaching about the sacra-

ment of marriage and marital relations.
Pope Francis acknowledged those criticisms at the audience but

said, "it would be gravely mistaken" for anyone to read the institute's
expanded focus "in terms of opposition to the mission it received
with its original institution."

"In reality," he said, "the seed is growing and generating flowers
and fruit. If a seed does not grow, it stays there like a piece in the
museum, but it does not grow."

As a pontifical institute, he said, the centre is called to help the
whole church look "without naïveté" at the transformations taking
place in people's understanding about "the relationships between man
and woman, between love and generation, between family and com-
munity."

"The mission of the church today urgently calls for the integration
of the theology of the marital bond with a more concrete theology of
the condition of the family," he said. "The unprecedented turbulence,
which is testing all family bonds at this time, calls for careful discern-
ment to note the signs of God's wisdom and mercy."

"We are not prophets of doom, but of hope," Pope Francis insisted.
So, even when looking at crises impacting families, the church also

(continued on page 5)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.October 28, 2022 Page 5

In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Risking God’s mercy
Shortly after ordination, doing replacement work in a parish, I

found myself in a rectory with a saintly old priest. He was over
eighty, nearly blind, but widely sought out and respected, espe-
cially as a confessor. One night, alone with him, I asked him this
question: “If you had your priesthood to live over again, would
you do anything differently?” From a man so full of integrity, I
fully expected that there would be no regrets. His answer sur-
prised me. Yes, he said, he did have a regret, a major one: “If I had
my priesthood to do over again, I would be easier on people the
next time. I wouldn’t be so stingy with God’s mercy, with the
sacraments, and with forgiveness. You see what was drilled into
me in my formation was the phrase, The truth will set you free,
and I believed that it was my responsibility to challenge people to
protect that. That’s good, but I fear I’ve been too hard on people.
They have pain enough in their lives without me and the church
laying further burdens on them. I should have risked more God’s
mercy!”

I was struck by this because less than a year before, as I took
my final exams in the seminary, one of the priests who examined
me, gave me this warning: “Be careful,” he said, “never let your
feelings get in the way of truth and be too soft, that’s wrong.
Remember, tough as it is, only the truth sets people free!” Sound
advice, it would seem, for a young priest beginning his ministry.

However, as every year goes by in my own ministry, I feel more
inclined to the old priest’s advice. We need to risk more God’s
mercy. Admittedly, the importance of truth may never be ignored,
but we must risk letting the infinite, unbounded, unconditional,
undeserved mercy of God flow freely. The mercy of God is as
accessible as the nearest water tap and we, like Isaiah, must pro-
claim a mercy that has no price tag: “Come, come without money
and without virtue, come everyone, drink freely of God’s mercy!”

What holds us back? Why are we so hesitant in proclaiming
God’s inexhaustible, prodigal, indiscriminate mercy?

Partly our motives are good, noble even. We have a legitimate
concern over some important things: truth, justice, orthodoxy,
morality, proper public form, proper sacramental preparation, fear
of scandal, and concern for the ecclesial community that needs to

absorb and carry the effects of sin. Love
needs always to be tempered by truth,
even as truth must be moderated by love.
However, sometimes our motives are
less noble and our hesitancy arises out
of timidity, fear, jealousy, and legalism – the self-righteousness of
the Pharisees or the hidden jealousy of the older brother of the
prodigal son. No cheap grace is to be dispensed on our watch!

Nevertheless, in doing this, we are misguided, less than good
shepherds, out of tune with the God that Jesus proclaimed. God’s
mercy, as Jesus revealed it, embraces indiscriminately, the bad
along with the good, the undeserving with the deserving, the un-
initiated with the initiated. One of the truly startling insights that
Jesus gave us is that the mercy of God cannot not go out to
everyone because it is always free, undeserved, unconditional,
universal in embrace, reaching beyond all religion, custom, ru-
bric, political correctness, mandatory program, ideology, and even
beyond sin itself.

For our part then, especially those of us who are parents, min-
isters, teachers, catechists, and elders, we must risk proclaiming
the prodigal character of God’s mercy. We must not spend God’s
mercy, as if it were ours to spend, dole out God’s forgiveness as
if it were a limited commodity, put conditions on God’s love as if
God were a narrow tyrant or a political ideology, or cut off cut
access to God as if we were the keepers of the heavenly gates.
We are not! If we link God’s mercy to our own assessment of
things, we then link it to our own limits, wounds, and biases.

It is interesting to note in the gospels how the apostles, well-
meaning of course, often tried to keep certain people away from
Jesus, as if they weren’t worthy and were somehow an affront to
his holiness and purity. Repeatedly, they tried to send away chil-
dren, prostitutes, tax collectors, known sinners, and the uniniti-
ated of all kinds and always Jesus over-ruled their attempts with
words to this effect: “Let them come! I want them to come to
me.”

Little has changed. Always in the church, we, well-intentioned
persons, with the same motives as the apostles, keep trying to
keep certain individuals and groups away from God’s mercy as it
is available in word, sacrament, and community. God doesn’t need
(nor want) our protection. Jesus wanted every kind of person to
come to him then and he wants them to come to him now. God
wants everyone, regardless of morality, orthodoxy, lack of prepa-
ration, age, or culture, to come to the unlimited waters of divine
mercy.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-
winning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 4)
must see and share "the consoling, often moving signs of the capaci-
ties family ties continue to show on behalf of the faith community,
civil society and human coexistence. We have all seen how valuable,
in times of vulnerability and duress, the tenacity, the resilience and the
cooperation of family ties are."

No one benefits from an attitude that says the church will encour-
age and care for the vocations only of perfect families, the pope said,
because "marriage and family life will always have imperfections until
we are in heaven."

Pope Francis warned the students and staff to "be careful of ide-
ologies that meddle to explain the family from an ideological point of
view. The family is not an ideology, it is a reality."

To understand and assist "a family that has this grace of a man and
a woman who love each other and create, and to understand the
family, we always must go to the concrete, not ideologies. Ideologies
ruin, ideologies meddle to make a path of destruction. Be careful of
ideologies!"§

Concern for the family
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Report takes synod to the peripheries
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A handpicked team of nine North American theologians, two of
them Canadian, has just published a 70,000-word report based on
consultations with migrants and asylum seekers, LGBTQ Catholics,
women, the disabled, prisoners and other marginalized groups.

Their report was commissioned by the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development and submitted to the Synod of Bishops
as part of a global project called Doing Theology from the Existential
Peripheries.

The suite of Existential Peripheries theological reports is based on
interviews conducted in 40 cities around the world by nearly 90 theo-
logians and pastoral workers who spoke with more than 500 indi-
viduals. The five theologians’ reports mirror the five continental syn-
thesis reports from Europe and the Mediterranean, Africa, Asia, Oceania
and North America.

Getting the theologians involved was an essential step in deepening
the synodal process, according to Canadian Dominican theologian
Father Darren Dias.

“Synodality isn’t just about the bishops. Synodality is about the
Church,” Fr. Dias, recently appointed executive director of the To-
ronto School of Theology, told The Catholic Register. “Certainly, bish-
ops play an important role in the governance and the sanctifying and
the teaching offices of the Church, but they’re not alone.”

Doing theology in the context of synodality means doing theology
differently, Fr. Dias said.

“When we ask the question, ‘What does synodality mean for the
way we do theology?’ it certainly does open up different methods,
new methods,” he said.

Rather than starting with thick heavy books of philosophy and the-
ology, the North American team interviewed people still attached to
the Church but well outside the mainstream of parish life. One ex-
convict living in Toronto told the theologians, “I just wish churches
would open their doors to the people who really need their help.” A
gay man in California told theologians, “The image of ‘God is love’
has been so huge for me, and I also wish I would’ve heard… the
inverse of that, which is God is not hate.” A Filipina survivor of sex
trafficking in New York told the researchers, “I do not go to church.
Uh, maybe because I always work, but every single, every minute,
every hour God is in my mind, in my heart. So I always prayed.”

The theologians used such statements, informed by their expertise
in Scripture, ecclesiology, Church history and other theological disci-
plines to come up with a sensus fidei.

“We didn’t just report what they said,” explained Fr. Dias. “We also
interpreted it. And we hopefully interpreted it generously and correctly.”

The theologians came away with a strong sense that the Church is
being called to move out beyond the confines of parish life.

“We can say we’re welcoming. But, at least in North America gen-
erally speaking, people aren’t coming,” he said.

The image of religion in Canadian society has flipped to the point
where an Angus Reid Institute survey earlier this year found 22 per
cent of Canadians believed religion contributes more bad than good to
the nation, up from just 14 per cent in 2017. Among the growing
demographic of non-religious Canadians, 39 per cent told Angus Reid
that religion was more harmful than helpful in society, compared to
just 12 per cent who said the opposite.

“We see that parishes are closing, attendance rates are dropping,

people who identify as religious, that’s lowering, disaffiliation is grow-
ing,” said Fr. Dias.

The Catholic response should be to heed the great commission and
get out beyond parish life, to meet people where they are, said the
theologian.

“As theologians, we have work to do. Pastors have work to do.
Bishops have work to do. This project asks theologians what our
work is in this context,” Fr. Dias said. “Theologians are often seen as
engaging with texts, engaging with the scholarship, as we say. But
rarely (are we) seen as engaging with people where they’re at.”

The theologians, along with some of the people they interviewed,
will present their findings at a symposium in Toronto November 10.

In Quebec, the bishops have postponed a planned two-day meeting
this month to discuss the Quebec synod synthesis. The Quebec bish-
ops will now meet in March.

“It’s no longer possible to turn back the clock,” Quebec’s bishops
said in their national synthesis report. “The faithful have expressed a
great desire for change… The necessity of listening affords us the
opportunity to change our relationship to time. In a world where
everything goes fast, listening to others implies slowing down the
frantic pace of our activities and taking time.”

The theologians came to a similar conclusion.
“The thing that was amazing — I think we all agreed on this —

was that in the act of listening we were transformed,” Fr. Dias said.
“It made us rethink things.”§

Synodal process extended by a year
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Synod on Synodality is getting bigger — globally and in Canada.
History’s largest public consultation has been expanded from a three-
year process to four years by Pope Francis, who has declared that
the synod will now extend to a second set of meetings in Rome in
October of 2024.

The global synod process has been through consultations and con-
versations at the parish, diocesan and national levels. Between Janu-
ary and March of 2023 national bishops’ conferences will send del-
egates to continental synodal assemblies in advance of a first global
gathering in Rome October 4 to 29, 2023.

The decision to add a second year of “prolonged discernment” in
Rome, similar to the two-year process for the Synod on the Family in
2014 and 2015, was taken because of the “breadth and importance”
of the topic, said a release from the General Secretariat of the Synod,
October 16.

“The synod is not an event but a process in which the whole People
of God is called to walk together toward what the Holy Spirit helps it
to discern as being the Lord’s will for His Church,” said the Synod
Secretariat release.

At the same time as Rome has announced its one-year extension,
Canada’s bishops have announced their delegates for the 2023 gath-
ering in Rome. Vancouver Archbishop J. Michael Miller and Calgary
Bishop William McGrattan will represent the English-speaking bish-
ops in Rome, with Quebec Auxiliary Bishop Marc Pelchat and Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops president and bishop of Saint-
Jérôme-Mont-Laurier Raymond Poisson in Rome on the French side.
Peterborough Bishop Dan Miehm and Montreal Auxiliary Bishop Alain
Faubert have been named substitutes.§
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Canadian bishops address youth concerns
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — Father Joshua Roldan commends the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] for meeting today’s young Catholics
where they are at in a new normal shaped by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“There are still a lot of things that young people — and all people — are
struggling with in the reality we live in now,” said Roldan following the
release of the CCCB’s Pastoral Letter to Young People October 12.

“The letter is very honest and true when it comes to speaking about
things regarding virtual conversations, live-streamed masses and even
the anxieties they are experiencing throughout their lives,” added Fr.
Roldan, director of the Archdiocese of Toronto’s Office of Catholic
Youth (OCY). “It reminds them of the baptismal promises of Christ,
that He is there even in the face of uncertainty, worry and anxiety.
And it also reminds them that Jesus is the source where we can find
peace, courage and comfort.”

Extensive time and effort was undertaken over the past two years
to ensure the letter speaks persuasively to teenage and young adult
Catholics. The CCCB’s Office for Evangelization and Catechesis and
the Office for Family and Life engaged in over 200 virtual conversa-
tions with young people between the ages of 12 and 25 in the autumn
of 2020. These offices then drafted the letter, which received the seal
of approval by the CCCB permanent council in June.

“As Bishops of Canada,” an opening paragraph of the letter reads,
“we wish to walk with young people, not only to understand better
the world through their experience of it, but also to encourage and
support them as they grow in their own faith.”

Following the introductory remarks, the letter delves into different
themed sections, each with reflection questions meant to spark lively
discussion and deep introspection about the content. The CCCB envi-
sions this letter being effective for both individual reflection and as-
semblies such as youth groups, school classrooms and other faith-
based communities.

One section details the Gospel story of Mary and Joseph discover-
ing a teen Jesus astonishing temple elders with His wisdom and pro-
phetic insight after they searched for three days. This portion asks
youth to think about the people who have nurtured their faith. The
technology and faith part implores the youth to ponder how the Church

might do a more effective job levying technology to speak to the
leaders of tomorrow, while a segment devoted to Mary asks, “How
does Mary’s ‘yes’ help you better understand God’s plan for your
life?”

Fr. Roldan said he liked the inclusion of a quote from Pope Francis’
2019 Apostolic Exhortation to young people Christus Vivit: “Jesus
does not teach you, young people, from afar or from without, but
from within your very youth, a youth He shares with you. … He was
truly one of you.”

“I think when (youth) see the witness that other Catholics have an
encounter with Christ, they want to walk and talk and discover who
this Jesus is, not just by the witnesses that they see, they wish to have
that same experience for themselves,” he said.

Eleanor Wong, a youth coordinator at St. Matthew’s Parish in Sur-
rey, told The B.C. Catholic that she appreciated the empowering tone
of the letter.

“It was good to see issues that I see in my ministry addressed in a
document from Church authorities. It makes us feel heard.

“A lot of youth don’t feel they have autonomy or agency in their
faith, maybe because their parents make them go to church,” she
said. “It’s great for them to see that their perspective matters.”

Releasing the letter on October 12 was a purposeful decision by the
CCCB. It was issued on the anniversary of Blessed Carlos Acutis’
(1991-2006) death from leukemia. The English-born Italian Catholic
youth, beatified October 10, 2020, has emerged as a model of faith
that can particularly inspire millennial and Generation Z followers of
Christ to be dynamic disciples of the Gospel. An avid computer program-
mer, he catalogued all the Eucharistic miracles around the world on a
website he designed.

A question in the letter asks young people, “How does Blessed Carlos
Acutis’ legacy inspire you to be an extraordinary, ordinary young person
of faith?”

The letter can be found at www.cccb.ca.

(continued form page 3)
“Really, we’re recognizing what has gone on and trying to be pro-active,
moving forward.”

Almost 20 years ago the role of history in the life of a nation was an
abiding concern of Pope John Paul II. He released a book on the subject in
2005 called Memory and Identity: Conversations at the Dawn of a Mil-
lennium.

“Like individuals, then, nations are endowed with historical memory…
And the histories of nations, objectified and recorded in writing, are among
the essential elements of culture — the element which determines the
nation’s identity in the temporal dimension,” he wrote.

Canada’s historians today and their students are creating a new identity
by recovering our national memory. Dismissing the whole enterprise as
revisionism misses the point, said Mr. Meehan.

“Revisionism just comes from looking at new sources and realizing that
we didn’t have all this right,” he said.

That’s why a history grounded in the experience of ordinary people —
rather than the triumphs of the powerful, famous or rich — is essential to
a Catholic education.

“It was the dawning of social history that opens us up to all of these
things,” Mr. Meehan said. “Any time you add voices to that history, you’re
filling it out more completely… This may awaken more interest in how
this project called Canada came together.”§

Encounter, heal and purify

 Saint John Christmas Exchange
The Saint John Christmas Exchange is a non-profit agency,

coordinating with churches/agencies in the Saint John area. Our
goal is to provide food for Christmas dinner to those in need.

Our office opens Monday, November 14 and the last day
for registration is Wednesday, December 9 .Please contact
the church to see when their registrations start. You can
register for Christmas Exchange  at only one place.

Churches require current  Government  ID , for
each household member. The Exchange checks all
those registered for duplication.

The church/ agency where you register provides
for you, and will advise when you can pick up your
Gift Card or Basket. The Christmas Exchange
Organization does  not give  Gift Cards to individu-
als. The Christmas Exchange does not take regis-
trations.
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Newfoundland parishioners feel
'betrayed' by archbishop
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

PORTUGAL COVE-ST. PHILIPS, New-
foundland — Some parishioners refused to
attend the final mass at Newfoundland’s Holy
Rosary Church, angered by what they see as
a “betrayal” over closure of their parish after
being led to believe it could remain open.

Instead, the final mass was celebrated Octo-
ber 16, the final liturgical service in this parish’s
107-year history, and the last Eucharistic cel-
ebration in this rural seashore community of
Portugal Cove-St. Philips that has boasted a
Catholic Church presence for 189 years.

The anger from many parishioners is focused
squarely on St. John’s Archbishop Peter Hundt,
who celebrated the final mass at Holy Rosary.
Parishioner Ed Martin said he and others “feel
betrayed” by archdiocesan leadership.

“I was talking to one of the little old ladies
in our parish who has been going to Holy Ro-
sary for decades and she said she feels so
angry by how this entire process played out,”
he said.

The process Mr. Martin alludes to is the
ongoing restructuring of the archdiocese, a
realignment that arose when Newfoundland’s
Court of Appeals ruled in 2020 that the arch-
diocese was vicariously liable for the abuses
committed at the Mount Cashel Orphanage in
St. John’s — operated by the Christian Brothers
of Ireland — in the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s.

Financial insolvency beset the archdiocese,
which filed for bankruptcy in December 2021
when the court ordered it to cover the liability
left the survivors when the Christian Broth-
ers went bankrupt. The archdiocese was
forced to sell a number of properties to cover
the settlement.

A tender process was launched in March
and parish groups around the archdiocese,
including Holy Rosary, submitted bids to save
their churches.

“The archbishop said to people in the arch-
diocese, not necessarily to our group, but I
know he said to people that ‘I am not going
to stand in the way of any group of parish-
ioners trying to save their parish,’ ” said Mr.
Martin. “So, we went with it. He did send a
letter to the parish priest on May 18 stating
that if we went ahead, there would be no
guarantee of a priest being assigned.”

Mr. Martin said the letter did not deter the
community. He said it reacted to the situation
like many would if a doctor told them there

was a treatment available that could poten-
tially cure a terminally ill loved one, albeit with
no guarantee of success.

Initially, Holy Rosary parishioners thought
they that had saved their church. In mid-June,
the firm overseeing the auction, Ernst &
Young, informed parish leadership that its bid
was successful. Weeks earlier, a deal had al-
ready been brokered with the Portugal Cove-
St. Philips Chamber of Commerce to divide
the parcel of land around the parish in two.
The parish would keep the smaller portion,
which contained the church building, and the
town would take charge of the larger seg-
ment to develop a cultural centre.

Ernst & Young advised Holy Rosary to set
up a corporation and to apply for charitable
status. In July, Mr. Martin reached out to
Archbishop Hundt, seeking help in correctly
drafting the articles of incorporation for a
Roman Catholic Church and Archbishop
Hundt met Mr. Martin and the board of direc-
tors August 23.

“We went into the meeting thinking it would
be a discussion about what we must have in
our articles of incorporation,” said Mr. Mar-
tin. “The archbishop asked me to start the
proceedings. We gave him some of the back-
ground that he knew already, and then he ba-
sically cut me off and said, ‘well I’m not giv-
ing you a priest.’ ”

The people assembled for the meeting re-
sponding with a bemused “okay” when Hundt
made his surprise declaration, said Mr. Mar-
tin. They replied that they were not seeking a
seven-day-a-week arrangement and asked if
he would provide a priest who could come
for a single Sunday mass. That request was
denied too. Mr. Martin said Archbishop Hundt
cited a lack of priests in the archdiocese.

Archbishop Hundt told The Catholic Reg-
ister that he understands and appreciates “the
important emotional and spiritual ties that many
parishioners have to their parish church,” but
that circumstances make for some very hard
decisions having to be made.

“The archdiocese has sought to consult
and work collaboratively with the people
of the archdiocese in discerning how best
to meet our legal and financial obligations
to the victims of abuse while continuing to
provide for the practise of the faith of the
Catholic people of the archdiocese,” Arch-
bishop Hundt wrote in an email. “Sadly, this
has meant having to make hard choices
regarding the closing of particular

churches.”
Archbishop Hundt went on to say that

the archdiocese hopes and prays “for God’s
consolation and comfort for the parishion-
ers” of parishes affected by these closings.

“May God’s grace help them to continue
in the practise of their faith in one of the
neighbouring Catholic parishes,” he wrote.

While Mr. Martin acknowledges the dif-
ficulties Archbishop Hundt and Church
leaders are navigating with this restructur-
ing, he said the process was carried out
improperly.

“In our diocese, like a lot of others across
Canada, the U.S. and Europe, we knew be-

cause of increasing numbers of people not
going to mass that some parishes in this
diocese needed to be closed. I don’t argue
that. But it should have been done in the
proper way. They really should have de-
cided which parishes they were going to
keep open, and which ones they wanted to
close, and then begin the process of selling
off parishes.

“Instead they gave us a sense of false
hope. We raised the money to save our
church in six weeks, and we were able to
pay with cash. We did a great job and then
we had this bombshell dropped on us.”

Mr. Martin said he challenged Archbishop
Hundt in their meeting about his statement
in May about potentially not giving Holy
Rosary a priest by saying he “should have
used direct language” instead of “nebulous
language.”

According to Mr. Martin, Archbishop
Hundt responded “that’s not nebulous,” to
which Mr. Martin replied, “it is to me, as
the flip side of no guarantee means there is
a possibility.”

(continued on page 9)

Archbishop Peter Hundt (CBC photo)
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(continued from page 8)
The lack of forthright communication from Archbishop Hundt

has also been difficult to grapple with, said Mr. Martin.
“I am not equating what is happening here with the abuse crisis

that we had in the past, but this whole idea of doing everything
behind closed doors in secret, and not being transparent, you think
they would have learned,” he said.

Apart from the emotional dimension of this situation, Mr. Mar-
tin said the actions Archbishop Hundt executed in closing par-
ishes, including Holy Rosary, does not comply with procedure
stipulated in the Code of Canon Law according to the experts he
has consulted in recent weeks. He and “15-20 other parishioners”
will take their case to the Vatican in the hope that Rome will over-
turn the archdiocese’s edict.

Notably, Archbishop Hundt was awarded a license in canon law
back in 1987.

Parishioners feel betrayed by archbishop
The whole process left a distinctly bad taste in the mouths of

many parishioners, with certain congregants refusing to attend
the final mass because of Archbishop Hundt being the celebrant. For his
part, Archbishop Hundt, in his homily, told the congregants, “When you’ve
helped to build something it’s hard to accept that it is time to let it go.”

“We have gathered here today for the final mass at Holy Rosary
Church because it has been a part of our lives and the faith practice of the
archdiocese,” Archbishop Hundt told the congregation. “Many of you
have strong ties to this church. You, and those who have gone before you,
have played a very key role in building and sustaining this parish commu-
nity, its faith practice and its pastoral and charitable outreach.

“It’s hard to let those things go, and it’s right and good that it is
hard to let go as that is the measure of how important and special this
parish community has been.”

Holy Rosary parishioners will likely seek Holy Trinity in Torbay or
one of the churches in St. John’s as their new parish — at least for
now. Contributors to the save the parish bid will have their money
refunded. The parish’s financial and sacramental records are being
transferred to Holy Trinity.

The legal process with the Vatican is poised to unfold over the next
few months. Meanwhile, the Portugal Cove-St. Philips Chamber of
Commerce, which had original interest in purchasing the house of
worship before striking the deal with the parish, will be in line to take
ownership of the land for its cultural centre plans.

Mr. Martin and his associates sought an extension from Ernst &
Young while this appeal plays out, but that request was denied.

Portugal Cove-St. Philips Chamber of Commerce declined to speak to
media about this situation, but according to the Holy Rosary website “part
of the church building will remain as a space for multi-denominational
place of worship,” if the chamber ultimately takes ownership.§

Complaints, coupled with inaction, are poison, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Complaints without any desire to do anything
about the situation are poison, Pope Francis said.

Complaining can be "a poison to the soul, a poison to life" and
"almost a sin" when it prevents people from building and strengthen-
ing "the desire to move forward," he said during his weekly general
audience in St. Peter's Square October 12.

The pope continued his series of talks about discernment by re-
flecting on the role of desire in discovering what one truly wants or
needs in his or her life.

Desire, he said, "is the compass to understand where I am and
where I am going," and it can indicate whether a person has just
given up and is "standing still."

It is important to be able to recognize sincere desire, which is not a
momentary craving, but is something that "knows how to touch deeply
the chords of our being, which is why it is not extinguished in the
face of difficulties or setbacks," he said.

"It is like when we are thirsty: if we do not find something to drink,
we do not give up; on the contrary, the yearning increasingly occu-
pies our thoughts and actions, until we become willing to make any
sacrifice in order to quench it," he added. "Desire makes you strong,
it makes you courageous, it makes you keep going forward, because
you want to arrive" at that goal.

A sincere desire is what helps people embark on "a successful,
coherent and lasting project," he said.

Modifying a popular saying, Pope Francis said the road to hell is
paved with good intentions and no action.

"The era in which we live seems to promote the maximum freedom
of choice, but at the same time it atrophies desire," the pope said.

"We are bombarded by a thousand proposals, projects, possibili-
ties, which risk distracting us and not allowing us to calmly evaluate
what we really want," he said. For example, people who stare at their
telephone, always "turned outward, toward the other," always living
in the moment and never stopping to think about what they yearn for.
"Desire cannot grow in this way."

But, the pope said, "by engaging in dialogue with the Lord, we learn
to understand what we truly want from life."

That is why Jesus engages with the paralytic by the pool, who has
been waiting for years for healing, but is not proactive and only grum-
bles, the pope said.

"Beware, because complaints are a poison," he said, and they stop
"the desire to go forward" from growing.

People must pray and get in touch with their deepest desire to know
what they want from their lives, the pope said.

Ask God to "help us know our deepest desire, that God himself has
placed in our heart," he said, and "perhaps the Lord will give us the strength
to make it come true."

"Because he, too, has a great desire for us: to make us share in his
fullness of life," Pope Francis said.§
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‘Catholic media must be in communion with pope’
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Media outlets that identify as Catholic must live "in
a spirit of communion" with the pope, especially at a time of "overly
dramatic debates, also within the church, which do not even spare the
person and the magisterium of the pontiff," Cardinal Pietro Parolin told
employees of EWTN [Eternal Word Television Network] and its affiliated
outlets.

"Communion is in the DNA of communication and is fundamentally its
greatest aspiration," the cardinal said. "A communication that instead fans
the flames of polarization or builds walls instead of breaking them down,
betrays its very nature."

Cardinal Parolin, the Vatican secretary of state, spoke October 19 at a
dinner with Michael Warsaw, CEO of EWTN, and with the Europe-based
employees of its television, radio and print media.

Vatican News and the Vatican press office published the cardinal's full
text after ACI Prensa, the Spanish-language news service owned by EWTN,
ran a story under the headline, "Cardinal Pietro Parolin defines EWTN as 'a
work of God at the service of truth.'"

Instead, according to the text, the cardinal prayed that a "spirit of com-
munion" with Pope Francis would be "the distinctive sign of your work"
and that viewers and readers would be able to "recognize EWTN as a
work of God at the service of the truth, ecclesial communion and the
good of humanity."

Truth, he said, is crucial for journalists and other communicators and is

an issue that has "become ever more prominent in public debate due to
both the spread of the phenomenon of fake news as well as of a type of
communication often based on a distorted, or false, representation of the
other."

Such distortions are the results of "a type of fanaticism grounded in the
conviction that the truth that one believes is so absolute as to legitimize the
destruction of another person" and attempt "to impose one's own view of
truth upon everyone else."

Cardinal Parolin quoted Mother Angelica, the late founder of EWTN,
who said, "It is our duty to speak the truth, and each person can
either assume or not assume this duty. But the truth must above all be
within us."

"The truth does not belong to us; we serve the truth," the cardinal
said. "And we can serve it only in love and in unity. We are its custodians,
not its owners."

Cardinal Parolin also quoted Pope Francis' message in 2020 to the Catholic
Media Association about how Catholic communicators must promote
communion, especially "in an age marked by conflicts and polari-
zation from which the Catholic community itself is not immune."

"A large international news network, like EWTN, that invokes
the Gospel message, is therefore called to promote understanding
between people, dialogue between communities and the search
for places and opportunities that create contact between distant
worlds, sometimes in conflict with each other," the cardinal said.

Media, especially those calling themselves Catholic, "must strive not to
spread hate, but rather to promote a non-hostile communication."§

November Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

*Names with a 
star are to 
identify those 
who are retired. 

 
 

 

All Saints Day  1 
 
Pope Francis 
 
 

2 
Benedict XVI, 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

3 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 
(Rosary for Seminarians) 

4 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
Robert  
Harris* 

 

  5 
Saturday  
 
Mass & Adoration 
at the Cathedral 
8 am 

6 
St. Rose of 
Lima 
1-2 pm 
 

7 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy* 

8 
Msgr. Brian 
Henneberry, 
Vicar General 

9 
For all priests 
who have 
served our 
diocese  

(Rosary for Priests) 

10 
Rev.  
Douglas R. 
McNeill, E.V. 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

11 
Rev.  
Jim 
McQuade 

 

12 
Rev.  
Ralph 
McRae, E.V. 

13 
St. Rose of 
Lima 
1-2 pm 

14 
Rev.  
Daniel 
Melanson 

15 
Rev.  
Peter 
Melanson 

16 
Rev.  
Peter Osborne 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

17 
Rev.  
Stanislas 
Paulin 

(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

18 
Rev.  
Antonio 
Reyes 

 

19 
Rev. Suresh 
Savariraj, 
H.G.N. 

20 
St. Rose of 
Lima 
1-2 pm 

21 
Rev. 
Donald 
Savoie 

22 
Msgr. 
Brian 
Sheehan 

23 
Rev. Dr. 
Marc Smith, 
C.S.C. * 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

24 
Rev.  
Peter 
Stephen* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

25 
Rev. 
Rolando 
Suplido 

 

26 
Rev. 
Maurice 
Swift* 

27 
St. François-
de-Sales 
3-4 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

28 
Rev.  
Charles 
Udeh 

29 
Rev. 
Kenneth 
Weir* 

30 
Rev. 
Brian 
Wetmore* 

Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John: Monday-Friday 12:30 2 pm 
St. George, St. George: Tuesday: 9:30-10:30 am with mass at 10 am 
St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln: Wednesday: 8-9 am 
St. John the Baptist, Woodstock: Wednesday: 9 am with mass at 10 am 
Stella Maris, Saint John: Thursday, 12:30-1:30pm with mass at 12 pm 

-8 pm 
St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto: Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays) 
St. François-de-Sales, Saint John: Friday: 6:30-7:30 pm 

 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour: Saturday: 9 am with mass at 10am 
Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton: Saturday: 1-2 pm 
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Obituaries

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com

DUPLISEA, JOHN JOSEPH — It is with great sadness that the
family of Jack Duplisea announce his passing after a long and very
loved life. Jack was born in Enniskillen, NB.

Jack is survived by his loving wife Teresa (Simpson), his son Jason
and his wife Robyn (Hayward) and his precious grandson Samuel. As
well as a very loved extended family.

Jack was predeceased by his parents Jean (Murray) and James Duplisea
as well as his first wife Marjorie (Wisted), his sisters Rosie and Kay as well
as his brother Albert (Al)

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian burial was held from Holy Re-
deemer (Saint Pius X) Saint John. Interment took place in St. Columbia
Cemetery, Fredericton Junction.

BABINEAU, EUGENIE MARIE-ANNE — Surrounded by family,
Eugénie Marie-Anne Babineau passed away peacefully on October 16,
2022, at Bobby’s Hospice. Born in Saint-Ignace, NB she was the daughter
of Joseph W and Madeleine (nee Gallant) Richard.

Eugénie will be dearly missed by her loving husband Alfred of 65 years;
children Aldoria (Catherine), Murielle (Jim), Francine (David), and Jeanine
(David); grandchildren Denise (Knoll), Michelle (Geoff), David (Katelyn),
Sarah (Jonathan), Émilie (Andrew), Kathleen, Curtis (Ashley), Lukas
(Nicole), and Ryan (Samantha); 12 great-grandchildren Kaleb, Ainsley,
Andrew, Jacob, Brooklyn, Sophia, Lyla, Aria, Olive, Iris, Sophie, and
Maxwell; brothers François (Dina), Laurie (Adélia), Émerie (Marie-Anne),
and Paul-Émile (Gisèle); sisters Rose-Mai (late Yvon) and Yolande (late

Elmo); as well as many nieces and nephews.
She is predeceased by her parents; brothers Irénée (late Marguerite),

Camille (late Lucie), Wilfred (Marie), Edmond (late Jeanne), Gérard (late
Maria), and Yvon (Roberta); sisters Aurélie (late Gérald), Bertha (late
Johnny), Flora (late Ulysse), Alexina (late Émile); sister Émilie in her child-
hood; and infant sisters Zélia and Gemma.

She rested at Castle Fallsview Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held from Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Saint
John. Interment followed at Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

KEENAN, CHARLES A. — It is with broken hearts that the family of
Charles “Charlie” Keenan, husband of Maxine (King), announce his unex-
pected passing, which occurred on Sunday, October 16, 2022, in
Quispamsis, NB. Born on December 5, 1952, in Bath, NB, he was the son
of the late Frank and Margaret (Cummins) Keenan.

Charlie is survived by his beloved wife and soulmate, Maxine (King);
sons, Aaron (Asra) and Andrew (Crystal) and his best boy and grandson,
Cavan; siblings: Eileen (Jim) Cullen, Lou (Bonnie), Gene (Peggy), Neil
(Brenda), Gary (Vicki), Mary (Garry) Fawley, Mark (Nancy), Joe (Sandy),
Sheila, and Matt (Catherine) Keenan; as well as several nieces, nephews,
and friends. He was predeceased by his parents and brothers, Jim and
John Keenan.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Funeral Home,
Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial took place  at St. Mark’s Catholic
Church, Quispamsis.

GAUDET, CONSTANCE GRACE IRENE — It is with broken hearts
and appreciation for a life well lived, the family announce the passing of
Constance Grace Irene Gaudet (Connie) on Sunday, October 23,
Born in Saint John in 1941, Connie was a daughter of the late Arthur
“Max” and Elsie Pauline (Rawding) Spurr, and widow of the late Clarence
Joseph Leonard Gaudet.

Connie leaves behind to mourn two sons: Christopher (Michele) Gaudet
and Carl Gaudet, both of Saint John, two daughters; Coral (Shawn)
Makarenko, of

Georgetown, Ontario, and Cheri (Marc) Dionne of Rothesay, five grand-
children. Nicole (Tyler) Lord, of Lower Greenwich, Caleb (Abby) Gaudet,
of Grand Bay-

Westfield, Andrew Ewart (Morgan Clark) and Matthew Ewart, both of
Saint John, and Jakob Makarenko, of Georgetown, Ontario.; her four
great grandchildren

Kyran, Alexis, Meredith and Curtis, bonus granddaughter; Hilary Savoy,
sister-in-law Elsie Hooley; as well as her life- long best friend Irene McCarthy.

She was predeceased by her infant twin granddaughters Krystal and
Katie Gaudet and sister-in-law Rachel Butler.

She rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was held at Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Saint John.
Interment win Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.§

Ukraine dominates annual
interreligious prayer for peace meeting

ROME — The international community must work for peace, and
believers of all faiths must pray for it, but pressuring Ukraine to make
peace with Russia would be to "consecrate the law of the strongest,"
French President Emmanuel Macron told religious leaders meeting in

Rome. "We all know how the
Orthodox religion today is being
manipulated by the Russian au-
thorities to justify its acts," Mr.
Macron said October 23 at the
opening in Rome of the annual
religions and cultures for peace
conference sponsored by the
Community of Sant'Egidio. Con-
demnation of Russia's invasion of
Ukraine dominated the opening
talks even as Metropolitan An-
thony of Volokolamsk, head of
external relations for the Russian
Orthodox Church, sat in the front
row of the auditorium at Rome's
Nuvola Conference Center. A few
hours before the conference be-
gan, Pope Francis told visitors in
St. Peter's Square that he would join
the religious leaders October 25 at
"the Colosseum to pray for peace
in Ukraine and in the world," and
he asked everyone to join him in
praying for Ukraine.§
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MIRAMICHI — Alcide Allain of St Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish
in Miramichi, celebrated his 90th birthday on the Feast of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On September 11, a special
presentation was made to him by the parish following mass at
St. Mary’s Church in Newcastle. (L to r) Father Joseph Anuoyne
SMMM, Jacqueline Allain (sister), Mr. Allain, Gemma Allain
(wife) and Father Godwin Kalu. SMMM, pastor.  (Father Godwin
Kalu SMMM, photo)

RENOUS — On October 16, people from across the region
gathered at St. Bridget’s Church in Renous (Good Shepherd
Parish) to enjoy a fall supper.  Over 300 meals were served which
amounted to a sell out of the event.  Special thanks were offered
to the volunteers, who staffed the event, especially to the
Confirmation class, who served the tables. A special welcome
was extended to Father Paul Doucet, who was attending the
supper for the fist time as pastor of the parish. The kitchen
volunteers (l to r) Nicky Jardine, Ellen Dunnett, Elana Hallihan,
Donna Sturgeon, Patsy Radostits, Kathy Hayes, Patricia Duffy,
Kathy Hallihan, Barb Donovan and Mike McLaughlin. (Shawn

McCarthy photo)

MIRAMICHI — Father Godwin Kalu, SMMM, pastor of St.
Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish in Miramichi imparts a blessing
to the volunteers who took part in the Fall Supper on October
23 at St. Samuel’s Church in Miramichi. (L to r) Georgia
Halavrezos, Cheryl Harris, Fr. Kalu and Christa Lee Waye. The
event was aided by the beautiful weather, and a host of parish
volunteers, who made the flow of this ‘take-out only’ supper very
efficient.  Many were the compliments made about the turkey
dinner, and more than 350 meals were sold. Following the meal,
the St. Samuel’s Men’s Group, hosted a card party. This is a weekly
occurrence on Sundays at 7pm with a cost of $5 to play. The parish
will host its third church supper on November 6, at Sts. Peter &
Paul Church in Bartibogue. (Anthony McLean photo)
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MIRAMICHI — (L tor ) Ray Blackmore, Jean O’Neill, Donald
O’Neill, and John Henry were in the kitchen on October 16 for
the fall supper at St. Mary’s Church in Miramichi, part of St
Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish.  The roast beef supper was
conducted as a take-out only
meal, but there was a great
deal of support in the
community for the supper,
and, having done the 2021 fall
supper in the same way, the
process was very smooth. Lots
of volunteers were on hand to
share the work, and add a
sense of community to the
entire affair. (Shawn McCarthy

photo) 


